These firefighters are courageous. They work in 100 degree weather near
fires burning at degrees in the hundreds. They climb rugged terrain
carrying chainsaws and pulaskis. They dig fire lines, light backfires, drive
fire engines to the fire's edge. Smoke jumpers even parachute in to the
most difficult areas. We are grateful for the work they do.
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This year Interior and
Agriculture are giving states
and counties $145 mﬂlmn
in Federal fire
assistance |
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Heroic fighting of fires after they start is not enough.
We need to look at the root causes of our suscepitibility to fire
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The western fire season doesn't usually even start until July 1.
This yvear, federal agencies declared the highest level of extreme fire
emergency 6 weeks earlier than ever before.

But beyond the dryness is the forest density.



